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Biography
Mrs. Al ta Mae Caudill was born on iV1ay 22, 1909, at
Gary, McDowell County, West Virginia.

Her family later moved

to Williamson, where she graduated from high school in 1928.
In 1954 Mrs. Caudill attended and later graduated from Morris
Harvey College with a degree in education.
Mrs. Caudill was married in 1932.
Dale, then moved to Madison.

She and her husband,

'rheir only child, a son, was

born the next year.
Alta Mae Caudill was active in civic affairs.

She was

a president of the Madison Women's Club, served on the Council
of Recreation in Boone County, was one of the founders of the
Crippled Children's Society of Boone County, was a state
officer of the West Virginia Rebecca Assembly, and organized
the first Girl Scout troop in Boone County.
Mrs. Caudill has worked in department stores, grocery
stores·, for the Red Cross and as a teacher.

From 1954 to 1972,

Mrs. Caudill taught in the Boone County school system on both
the elementary level and the secondary level.
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This interview is with Il 1rs. Al ta N1ae Caudill, at 119
1

First Avenue West, in Iv1adison, West Virginia, April 19, 1973.
Your interviewer is Ronald E. Ray.
RER:

Now, Mrs. Caudill, can you remember what high school
was like in the 1920's in West Virginia?

AMC:

I was in Williamson High School and we did not have too
much permissiveness.
to the ankle.

(Pause)

Dresses were worn almost

Parents were quite strict with children.

I can remember three or four of my teachers.
cipal was, uh, Mr.

w.

H. Williamson.

Our prin-

My English

teacher was Miss Eloise Daniels from Clarksburg, West
Virginia.

We had, uh, our school was, uh, a district

and owned, an independent school by Williamson itself,
a town school.

Run by the townspeople.

We had about,

uh, three hundred, including junior high in the school.
RER:

#hat did you, uh, what did you do in high school as
students?

Were you, uh, industrious in school work or

were you more concerned with social activities or what?
In general, what did the students do?
AMC:

We went to classes and we had, we had no time for, uh,
play, no time for recreation.

We had a swimming pool.

We had, uh, gym and we had, uh, swimming and that was
about it.

We had no extra time for recreation periods.

We had, uh, I believe at that time we had seven periods
a day of school.

And, uh, one study hall.

we had to carry six.

We carried,

Our curricula was six classes.
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RERs

What did you do for, uh, outside, uh, recreation and so
forth?

What kind of social activities did the students

enter into, like football games or dances and so forth?
Did you have many of those?
AMC:

We hRd, we had no dances, but we did have a football
team, that was, uh, uh, they organized a football team
the year I was a freshman and they were called the Wolf
Pack.

I believe the second year I was there won the

state championship.
RER:

Did the, uh, West Virginia mountains come alive during
the "Roaring Twenties" like they did, uh, like the rest
of the nation did?

AMC:

With the exception of, uh, uh, people roaming the
mountains on holidays when there was no other way to
travel.
Virginia.

We enj6yed the beautiful mountains of West
But, uh, of course, uh, we do know that there

were stills, uh.
their liquor.

People, uh, made their home brew and

Uh, because the, they called the revenue

men went around, couldn't find them.
all over the mountains.

They had stills

But, uh, the mountains, uh,

were not cut off and stripping like they are now.
were just, uh, natural, beautiful mountains.

They

As I can

remember,
RER:

But what about, what about the peopJe?

0id they parti-

cipate in the same kind of activities like they did in
the big cities, uh, across the nation?

I mean, was the

-JCharleston in, in the mountains, the dance and the ••• ?
AMC:

No,we had nothing like that.

We had a little, uh, a

little small place called the, uh, Little Cigar and, uh,
Candy Store in Williamson.

And this was where the young

group met to have a coke and then they, and then they
would go home.

And this was it.

There was no dancing.

Parents didn't allow the children to dance.
RER:

What about the, uh, the way the students dressed and the
other people, in general?

I mean, did it reflect the

same kind of styles that the rest of the nation had or
were the people in West Virginia different from the rest
of the nation?
AMC:

I believe that the people in \'lest Virginia and our
Appalachian area were a little different, because, uh,
you know, uh, they've always called West Virginians
"Hillbillies.''

And, uh, I think that we, uh, rather

more or less lived up to that, uh, to that name.
Uh, we had one theater in Williamson but, uh,
the children didn"t go too often.

Uh, the adults went

and, uh, when the adults went they took their children.
Outside of that, the children didn't go,
RER:

Nhat kind of a theater was it?

Was it silent pictures

then?
AMC:

Silent pictures, yes,

And there was, uh, a lady who

played the piano for the, for the entertainment, the
music.

-4 -

RERs

Did it cost very much back then?

AMCs

Fifteen cents a ticket, fifteen cents.

RERs

Was fifteen cents hard to come by then?

AMCs

Yes, it was, and I'd like to, I could throw this in,
too, uh, uh, throw this in right now, Mr. Ray,

I

worked in the ten cent store, Woolworth's ten cent
store, and went to high school and worked on Saturdays,
and as I remember, I seen a raincoat in the window, red
and white.

And I wanted that raincoat so bad, but it

cost ten dollars.
strict.

And, uh, my mother was, uh, pretty

She said, "I'll, uh, stand good for it.

you must pay for it."
ten weeks.

However,

So, I didn't get it paid for for

And by the time, uh, I got my coat paid for,

uh, I didn't wear it until the next year.
RERs

Well, when prohibition was in in the United States, uh,
did it affect the area where you lived, Mrs. Caudill?

AMCs

Yes, it did.

I can recall on the, uh, double tunnel,

uh, at, uh, between Sprigg and Matewan there was a saloon
on the other side.

My dad loved, my dad loved his drink

and when prohibition came into West Virginia, why the
men would just catch what they called train number six
coming out of Bluefield from, I suppose it made up in
Roanoke, coming out of and into Bluefield and down the
river, uh, what we call Tug River, and into Catlettsburg.

And the men got on the train in Nelch and, uh,

Sprigg and all along the, uh, small, uh, stations there
and went into Catlettsburg and brought the liquor back
into West Virginia.

- 5RERt

Did they ever get caught?

AMC,

Not to my knowledge,

RER1

Were there many revenuers, uh, watching the trains or

Not to rny knowledge.

anything back then?
AMC:

For awhile, but, uh, I don't think they were too particular about it really.

I think maybe some money might

have bought them off.

Uh, you might say this, I think.

Because I can remember my dad used to say, "Well., we
bought so - and - so off this trip."

RERa

Did the, uh, revenuers, uh, stay pretty much around,
uh, where you lived?

Is that why your father had to

go, uh, across the state line into Kentucky?
AMC:

They lived in Williamson, and,of course, we lived in
Sprigg, just above Williamson, uh, about, uh, ten
miles.

RER1

Mrs. Caudill, when the stock market crashed, what was
the general impression of the people, uh, in, uh,
Williamson , and, uh, the southern part of West Virginia?
Did it have any effect on them?

AMC,

Oh, yes, people lost everything they had,

The, uh,

banks, they made a run on the banks andiof course, uh,
they wanted, the first thing they thought of was pulling
all of their money out of the banks and holding it home.
And they lost homes, people who had bought homes.
was the experience that we had, my own family.

That

And, uh,

incidentally, uh, some people were paid off and 1 of course,
many people were never paid off when the banks did reopen.
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RERs

Did it, uh, how did it exactly affect your family?

AMC:

We lost our home, in fact, they, however, they did give
us six months to live, until we could get a place to go
to.

And, uh, of course, uh, the bank owned it, but they,

uh, held off.

My dad and mother, uh, my dad was able

to get a job, uh, at Dehue, West Virginia, in Logan
County,

He and my mother went over there in 19-, first

part of 1928, and, uh, we might, uh, you might say,
they might, they batched.

In other words, they lived

in a couple of rooms when dad worked,

My grandmother

came down from Virginia and stayed with me at my home
until I could get through that year and graduate in 1928,
RER:

Now, Mrs. Caudill, uh, when your father left after the
stock market crashed to seek other employment, what
kind of a job was he doing?

AMCs

He went, he, uh, had to, uh,,. In those days there was
no conveyance much, no transportation.

So he walked

from, uh, Goodman, uh, uh, across Trace Mountain and
down to Holden and down to, uh, uh, Logan and Dehue
and found a job as a mining superintendent and his, uh,
his work took him inside the mine.
bad shape in those days.

Uh, the mine was in

It was low coal and my dad to

wear a leather horness and, uh, leather knee caps because
they had to crawl under.

The mine was very low.

The

coal was, uh, wasn't very high,
And, uh, usually they'd get on the average of two men
hurt everyday,

Uh, the mine was very dangerous because
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of gas and, uh, my dad acted also as what they called
the fire boss and went in every morning at four o'clock
and used his lamp to see if there was gas around in certain places and certain rooms where the men had to go
and dig coal, and then he would come out and mark it
up in which rooms were not ready.
in those days in the mines.
know.

They called them rooms

They may still do, I don't

But, uh, he would come out and mark up on the

board and when the men come to work, if their room was
marked dangerous, then they would go back home.

They

wouldn't go to work.

RER:

After yor graduated from high school, did you, uh, join
your parents or did you stay in Williamson?

AMC:

Yes, we, my dad came back and we had to move.

In the,

uh, it was about that time Grandmother went back to, uh,
Cedar, Cedar Bluff in, uh, Virginia, in Tazewell County.
And my dad, uh, we vacated the house and moved to McConnell, just outside of Logan.

And, uh, then I got a job

and went to work in the company store and that's where

I met my husband.
RERs

What year were you married, Mrs. Caudill?

AMC:

In 'J2.

RERs

1932,

This was, uh, well, right in the middle of the

depression, so to speak.
AMC:

Yes, it was.

Yes, it was.

RER:

What kind of work was your husband doing then?

AMC:

It was butchering.

And his salary was $125.00 a month.
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And on the day we were married, March the twelfth, uh,
he was, uh, butchering and he didn't get out until, he
got out about six o'clock.

And in those days, we didn't

have to have a three day stay before blood tests and
things.

We just called Mr. Jackson, the county clerk,

and, uh, he met us there and we got our license and we
got married and that's all there was to it.
RER:

What, uh, how would ·you describe, uh, life in general
during the depression?

Was it happy or was it sad, or

was it a mixture or both, or what?
AMCs

Well, rather a mixture.

I think people began to rea-

lize that, uh, there was a depression.

Uh, they just,

uh, simply, uh, picked up, uh, where things were left
off and, uh, started back over again.
to, uh, obtain homes.

People tried

Of course, there was a lot of

what we called, uh, mining camps in those days and
everybody lived in a, in a house that belonged to the
coal company.

Uh, and we paid rent.

rent wasn't very, very much.
a dollar a ton.
coal.

Of course, the

Our coal was, uh, maybe

And, uh, of course, we burned, we burned

We had, uh, coal stoves and fire places where

we had to, uh, burn coal, lift ashes.
And, uh, everybody had small gardens, began to raise
their own things because everything had to be brought
in.

That was very expensive.

ho e d,

So, uh, as I remember, I

uh, many hills of corn, many hills of beans and

-9potatoes, uh, while I was going to school and, uh, I mean,
while I was working in the store,

So I would say the

people began to, uh, pick up and, uh, be happy again,
We had a very small church in the camp at Dehue and
a very fine minister,

He was a layman, you might say,

but, uh, he had never finished college,
the mine.

He worked in

But, uh, we had a small Sunday school and a

small church. ·And, uh, people just began to trust again,
uh, in, uh, God, I believe, and, uh, picked themselves
back up and went on their merry way.
RER:

What did, uh, the people think of Franklin D, Roosevelt
when he came into office?

Do they see him as the man

that brought the country out, up, out of the depression,
or what?
AMC:

Yes, I believe so, because this was the first time we
had had a radio.

As I remember, my dad said, uh, uh,

there was some advertising, you know, in the papers.
didi't get a daily paper.

We

We got a weekly paper and we

heard that he was going to give his first fireside chat,
so my dad bought us this, and it was our first radio
in our home, and we all listened tnat night, listened to
what, uh, Mr. Roosevelt said.

And the quotation, of

course, he said, "l<'ear," uh, oh, I don't believe I remember exactly what it was now,

RER:

Uh, well,.,

AMC:

I'm sorry.

RER:

That's all right.

But what, uh, exactly, you know,
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were your impressions of Mr, Roosevelt?

How did the

people feel about him?
AMC:

People felt that OOr, Roosevelt meant what he said and,
uh, they believed in him,

And the, their, the depres-

sion had been so bad, that, uh, he promised a great
deal of things, and I, uh, people, I believe, uh, I believe
they thought he was going to live up to it,
he did live up to it to a certain extent.

And, I believe,
Of course, uh,

he done a lot for the country, un, and people began to
have more money,

And, uh, I believe the people appre-

ciated Mr, Roosevelt,

A lot of people didn't, uh, but

I think the majority of people did,
RERs

Well, how did you personally feel about him?

AMC:

Well, I had never spent a night away from home.

I had

never been away from mother and dad, and, uh, I felt
that, uh, like they did.

I felt he was going to bring

us out and, uh, our country would be run again and we
would have money,

Our economy would be good again,

And

everybody would, uh, be happy and would be able to have
cars and, and, uh, spend money like they want to and
have the things they needed in their everyday lives.
RER:

The, uh, WPA project that, uh, Franklin Roosevelt
instituted, uh, did it have any great effect on West
Virginia, uh, as far as bringing the, uh, economy up
and lifting it out of the depression, so to speak?

AMC:

Yes, the ~PA, uh, I believe they made, uh, road conditions better.

They built, uh, uh, parks, uh,

Of course,
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uh, the parks then are not like they are now, but they
paved the way for the parks that we have now.

And as I

remember, we had a, what we called a CCC camp here in,
uh, in, uh, Madison, just up, uh, out a ways here on the
hill and, uh, they kept that thing going and all these,
uh, young boys and young men would go out and work on

the road and go back in.
this and their food.

The government paid for all

And I think they did, I think they

did, uh, wonderfully well in our Appalachian Valley.
Yes, they did.
ings.

They made roads and, uh, built build-

And, uh, I believe, uh, I believe the WPA was a

pretty good thing, in those days~

I don't know how, I

don't know how it would run now, but I think it was good
in those days, yes.

RER:

Well, were you living in Madison at this time when the
WPA was working?

AMC:

Well, I lived sometime in Madison, because it was, they
had WPA when we got married, and then, of course, we
came to Madison after my husband lost his job,

RER:

Well, what did they do for Madison on the #PA?

How did

it affect you personally?
AMC:

Well, they built, uh, they built one, orie of our high~
ways that goes through our main, our main town right
now, yes.

They built, they paved the way for the main,

for State Street, I believe it's called, State Street.
As I recall, where the road is now, there was a cornfields across that mountain by the Methodist Church.
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RERs

Mrs, Caudill, when you and your husband moved to ~adison
. in 19JJ, uh, what was the town like in general, uh, its
physical aspects and, uh, social aspects, etc?

What

was life in Madison like in those days?
AMCs

There wasn't much to do,

In the, in the winter time when

the river froze over, we skated.

Uh, we had hay rides

and mostly, uh, the people, the older people stayed home.
The streets were not paved, not too many,
was not paved yet.
to do that,

Main Street

Uh, the vVPA, I believe, uh, helped

And then we did not have too many sidewalks,

In that time we did not have a sidewalk and the road
was not paved up Josephine avenue to the grade school,
There was only just ~two or three streets paved,
Uh, there wasn't much activity.

Children, uh, as

I said, permissive, permissiveness was not too great
in those days and parents, uh, children stayed home
and had their, uh, taffy pullings and, uh, their hay
rides and then they had to have chaperones and we skated
and that, that was it,
RER:

That was the social activity,

How did the town compare to what it is now, the business
district and so forth?

AMC:

We had, uh, more stores, I believe, in those days.
ever, we had a strike,

How-

The clerks went out on strike

and was out about three months,

And this hurt, uh, the

town of Iviadison and has always hurt it.

Uh, we do not

have all of the business places on Main Street that we
used to have.

Every building up there had, we had, was

- 1.3-

filled with a store of some kind of a business.

And,

uh, since then there has been one or two empty buildings on the street ever since.

RER,

Did you work in the stores much?

AMCs

Yes, I worked for Haddad and Company, but I did not, uh,
cross the picket line because I felt that, uh, I was
working for a dollar and a half a day and I felt that
they were trying to, uh, get more money and I didn't want
to cross the picket lines, so I just left my job until
after it was all over.

And then, of course, when it

was all over, I went back to my job, with more money.

RER,

How much money?

AMCs

But I did not, uh, I believe he raised our salary to,
uh, I think I was getting three dollars a day then.

RERs

Was three dollars a day, uh, adequate to live on, plus,

I guess, what your husband was making?
AMCs

Yes, we got along fairly well on it.

In fact, we had

a car.

RER:

What kind?

AMC:

We had, uh, we had, uh, a Chevrolet.

What we called a,

I believe they called it a coupe, one seat coupe.
RER:

Was that your first car?

Alvie s

Yes.

RER:

How did that compare to the car your father had?

AMC,

Well, my dad had a Model T Ford.

The first car we had,

that was the only car, that was the first car that came
out.

Uh, it was built high.

We had a fender and a step
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to step up in our car, which of course the ~odel T Ford
did not have,

You stepped from the ground up into the

car on the fuodel T because they were built high off the
ground.
RER1

Well, how were the roads then?

AMC1

We had no roads, Ron. Uh, but, uh, from Madison to Logan
there was a dirt road all the way and partially through
that creek.

And when you started from here to Charleston,

it took you about four or five hours to get to Charleston.
If you went.

People didn't go very often.

There was no

road up Pond Fork, up where we teach school now, where
we did teach or where you teach and I don't now. · Uh,
there was no, there was no road except through just the
creeks and around the mountain and, dirt road.
RER1

Was the, uh, town incorporated back then?

Did you have

fire departments and police?
AMCs

No, we did not have.

We did not have police department.

We did not have fire department.

Uh, if we had a fire,

we had a very, very old - fashioned fire truck that the,
uh, man, the men pulled the, uh, hose off the handle,
like the, I believe they rolled it up with the, had the
two handles on each side and rolled it.
But, we had, uh, we had a huge fire and, uh, uh,
almost all the whole Main, uh, Street burned,

~ould be,

would be equivalent to a large block, like as if in
Huntington right now.

And, of course, it was built back

by the money who had, uh, by the ruen who had money.

-15And, uh, incidentally, the bank was saved.
the big stone building, the old bank.
but the rest of it all burned.
together then.
there.

It's

They did save the bank,

And it was all built back

Mr. Haddad built a new building then

And the post office was the old stone building

down, uh, the first stone building down next to where
the parking lot is now.

Down where Mr. Haddad's real

estate office is, you know?
RERs

Yes.

AMC:

Where the water, water department, uh.

That big stone

building there was the post office in those days.
RER:

Mrs. Caudill, did the, uh, state government help out in
any way, uh, in the depression era or did they leave the
total burden on the federal government?

AMC:

Well, I believe in the larger cities, I think the larger
cities had to, uh, uh, do it mostly themselves.

However,

I believe the large, the small towns, I think the federal
government did help the small tovms a lot.

Uh, whereby

they did, uh, uh, put in what we called a CCC camp up
here and a lot of the younger men had a place, they had
no homes and, uh, they worked on the WPA, but they had
a home to, they, uh, maintained a home for the boys.
And that meant they had, uh, uh, quarters to live in
like, something like army camps.

And they cooked and,

uh, they'd go to work and, uh, they made, uh, uh, some thing like a dollar, dollar and a half a day,
of course, they had discipline,

And, uh,

Uh, the boys were not

-16allowed out and there was, there was no girls, just
boys, no girls, just boys.

RER,

What kind of boys?

Were any kind accepted or certain

age groups or certain ••• ?
AMC:

Well, uh, I think the age, uh, was, uh, boys from anywhere from sixteen on to, uh, to young men. (Cough.)
Excuse me.

Twenty to twenty-one, twenty-two.

I don't

believe they took any above twenty-two.

RER:

What kind of work did these boys do?

AMCs

They went to work and worked on the roads with the WPA,

RER:

Anything else?

AMC:

Well, other than, uh, they did not, uh, they had their
own recreation up there at night time.

They did not

allow the boys, uh, out of the camp at night time.
RER:

Mrs. Caudill, with the depression coming to a close
and people becoming more normal, uh, was the World War
II a shock or did the people feel that the United States
would eventually enter into this war?

. AMC:

Mr. Ray, between the first war and the second one, the
second one started when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor.

Uh,

it seemed to me that, uh, the United States government
had let down.

The people during this time, uh, they said

they had been in one war and now everything was going to
be a happy time.

So, of course, there was a lot of

money flowing, uh, people worked and they had a good
time.

They forgot about war.

And then all of a sudden,

Japan hit Pearl Harbor, and just started the whole thing
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all over again.

The United States was not ready for

the war.
Uh, as I remember, we had to, uh, pick up every
tin can there was in the whole country.

All over the

United States of America, they picked up tin cans.

They

run everything back through for, uh, uh, to make, uh,
war materials, planes, ships.

And then, of course, uh,

work begin and men went everywhere.

I had a brother

who went to Portland, Oregon, to work, uh, on the shipyards.

He was there for three years.

He was a welder.

And, uh, during, that was during, that was his part.
He couldn't get in the war, so that was his part.

He

left his job in Willimson and went to Portland, Oregon,
and he was a welder on the ships.

Of course, they had

to get right into making airplanes.
And, of course, we know the day that, uh, the day
after, uh, Pearl Harbor was bombed, iV1r. Roosevelt
declared, uh, war on Japan.

And the United States

began to, uh, think about war.

Uh, there was many, many

thousands of people killed in Pearl Harbor and, uh, they
wanted to get back on Japan and so they began to think
about war.

The people in our country all over, they

wanted to get back.

I, I don't think there has ever

been very much, uh, uh, love, or shall we say, friendship between Japan and America anyway.

And they wanted

to get back so, uh, they decided that, uh, everybody
had to chip in and everybody did.
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Even the automobile plants stopped making cars,
as, uh, we all know and began to make war materials,
planes, and, uh, their men made ships, parts for ships.
And they had what they called assembly lines and this
was when the women went to work.

Left their homes,

left their small children and went to work.
RER:

Mrs. Caudill, what was your personal reaction to a new
war, a war started by Japan?

AMC:

Well, Mr. Ray, my son was born on December 7, 1933, and,
uh, on, this was on Sunday, his birthday was on Sunday
and this was, of course, according to our time, was when
Pearl Harbor was bombed.

At 7:30, according to our time.

It came over the radio.
On Saturday night I had, I had come in late from
work and I had to bake a birthday cake.
do that.

I knew I had to

So it was very late when I, when I retired and

I was up very early the next morning trying to prepare
to decorate the cake, and this was the first thing I
heard, was bombed, uh, Pearl Harbor was bombed.
course, people began to gather in the streets.
phones we had began to ring,

And, of
What

And the first thing, of

course, we could hear was the phrase, uh, uh, Japan
caught, uh, the United States with their pants down.
Uh, we knew we'd been fooling around since the first
war, and, uh, where according to the, uh, Geneva Pact,
uh, everybody else was supposed to lay down war arms,
too.

But evidently they did not, because they were
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However, everybody wanted to go to war, they wanted
to get this thing back on Japan.
brothers, uh, fathers, all killed.

Because it was husbands,
And of course, it was

a terrible thing, we all know, when the ships went down
in Pearl Harbor.

And, uh, they were up in arms right

here, right around here.

And the first thing, of course,

we all did was go out and start picking up, uh, tin cans.
And, uh, trucks loaded 'em and took 'em into Charleston.
And the automobile factories began to, uh, forget about
automobiles and they began to make war materials.
And, uh, my brother, I had a, my younger brother
went to Portland, Oregon,

He left his job, he left his

laundry, he owned a laundry in Williamson. --H-e- left his
laundry and went to Port - , Portland, Oregon, to be a
welder on a ship .

He was there for three years.

And,

uh, he could not get in the service because of his health,
So, uh, this was my reaction.

I knew we had to, uh,

we had to all join in, because, uh, this was one of the
things, well, the women had to go to work and the men
went to war.

The women, uh, run the country, while the

men were in war.

END OF SIDE ONE

- 20-

RER1

Mrs. Caudill, what was it like, uh, living in Madison
during World War II, with the rationing of food and stuff
like that?

AMC:

Mr. Ray, uh, rationing was something new to the people
in Madison.

It was hard for us to get used to it.

Uh,

I, as I said before, the men had to go to war, the women
had to go to work.

And I went to work in a grocery store

because there was no other job.
over the store.

I worked in the grocery part and I

worked in the butcher shop.
get a hold of.
be a butcher.

Uh, I worked, uh, all

I cut what meat we could

Two and a half months I learned how to
Uh, to add a little bit of humor to it,

when I used to get enought meat to ground for hamburger,
uh, they used to kid me and say, "You didn't put part
of your fingers in it?"
So, uh, of course, uh, I had, I had to learn how to
cut different cuts of meat.

in half a beef at a time.
ger, Mr.

o.

dhen we get in, uh, we get
An d our, uh, our store mana-

L. Flint, is still living and runs King Coal

Furniture Store, incidentally, now.

And everytime he

sees me, he kids me about cutting meat.

And, uh, we

reminisce and talk about, uh, the rationing of meat in
those days.

It was very hard to get,

to get a hold of.
weeks.
uh.

Bacon was hard

We got a half of beef about every two

And when we get this half of beef in, we would,

Incidentally, it was a store, it was called Wigley's

Grocery Store and we had, we charged groceries that

- 21 -

people paid by every two weeks or once a month.

And

the regular customers were the people who got the meat.
So, I set to work and we cut meat and wrap it up and put
it in the freezer and, uh, when they called for it~ they
got their meat.
The rest of the people didn't get any .

They had to

start eating, uh, just vegetables, canned vegetables.
And then in those days, people had, didn't have gardens
too much, but people began to go back to raising poultry
and raising their own gardens.
And, uh, uh, things, things were, uh, things were in,
in very hard, hard situation for us around here.

Cloth-

ing was rationed, uh, shoe leather, shoes were rationed.
And, uh, of course, the schools, uh, uh, I don't know
too much about the schools in those days, but, uh, I know
there was a lot of children in school and I knbw that
children were hard on clothes and when they wore their,
wore their clothes out, I don't know how they obtained
their clothes to wear.
indoors in winter time.

I suppose they stayed in, uh,
Because I, I think children had

to go barefooted.
But, uh, of course, after the things began to quiet
down, we knew the war was going to be over pretty soon.
At least, we hoped so, uh, people began to think, well,
uh, things will be better for us later on.

Uh, they

began to think of the future and forget about, uh, what
they had to be rationed.
rationed.

Incidentally, sugar was

We had to have ration stamps.

And, uh, then
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this begin to be a, in a way, a black market thing.
Uh, people who had a little bit of money would, uh, buy
so-and-so's, uh, uh, sugar books or their stamps, for a
little bit of money, so they could spend the money on
something else.

And, uh, their families would be deprived

of, uh, something they should have to eat.
Now, when the war was over, of course, why, people
began to, uh, to try to pick up the pieces, uh, where
they left off.

And, uh, incidentally, the women still

worked, but all the men coming back begin to take their,
their jc:bs back.

Uh, the teachers who were in the war,

uh, had their tenure and, uh, they went back to their,
uh, jobs, teaching jobs, not in the same schools, however.

And some teachers in some counties had to pay for

schools~

I had a brother-in-law that was asked to pay

fifty dollars for a school.

But, uh, he didn't work

that year because he didn't pay fifty dollars,

He made

the statement to the board of education, one of the members, that, uh, that's what he went away to war for,
was to make us free.

Ne were already supposed to be free,

and he did not intend to pay fifty dollars to get a
school.

So he didn't teach that year.

However, he went

back to teach later on the following year.
But, uh, after the rationing and the men came back
fr.om the war and it was all over, people began to pick
up the pieces where they left off.

And, uh, uh, I think,

uh, uh, we had, uh, population explosion, the schools
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big enough.

We had, uh, people began to have to think

about paying more tax.

We had to have, uh, uh, new build-

ings or some kind of buildings to go to school in.

And,

uh, the people began to realize that it was over with
and, uh, I think, uh, uh, they began to realize that life
had to go on and so, uh, they just started, uh, working
again.

The men began to go back to work and the women

still worked and the children went to school.
And, uh, I think in a way the war was good for the
people of the United States, because, uh, I think it
made them realize that, uh, uh, they must keep on and,
uh, keep war materials and keep a surplus, so in case we
were, uh, uh, had to start a war with other people, I
think, uh, we should be ready,
So, uh, with that, I think the people in Boone
County, as far as I know, and I lived here, uh, began
to pick up the pieces and started right on with their
lives again and, uh, began to be happy and, happy people
again, with, uh, plenty to eat and plenty of money,

And

they had their cars again and, uh, pretty good roads to
drive on, and they just had a pretty good life after that.
RER:

Well, with, uh, rationing and etc. going on, didn't you
get discouraged during the war, think it wouldn't end,
or did you get, did you have any despair or what have
you about the whole thing?

AMC:

Yes, I did.

My husband, of course, had tried to get into
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health, he was unable to, so he started to work at
DuPont,

At a chemical plant in the Kanawha Valley,

And our son was the, fourteen years old in, uh,
junior high school.

And, uh, was going, starting into

high school, and I began to think, well, uh, he surely
won't have to go to war.
I had.

And this was one dread that

I was afraid that he would.

And, of course, uh,

he was, uh, uh, out of school, of course, and then went
to university.

And, uh, then he went to help clean up

the job over in Japan as a marine .

And, uh, he was in

Hiroshima and Fujiyama, where all the places were blown
to bits and had to clean up.

He was in the marines

two years, when, worked as hard as if he had been in a
coal mine, very hard.
RER:

When the war finally ended, what was the, what was your
feeling?

What was the general attitude here in the

county?
AMC:

Oh, the people began to be very happy,

Of course, there

was a lot of people sad because, uh, uh, they had loved
ones who weren't coming back and they knew that,

And,

uh, but, uh, they joined in with the activity, the happi - ,
happiness that was here.
Uh, Scott High School got their band out.
parade.

We had a

Uh, as small as it was, we did have a parade.

And, uh, I knew nothing about the other schools around,
but, uh, the people in Madison and on this side of the
Boone County line, uh, people began to be happy again.
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why, I think, uh, they picked up their lives where they
had left off,

And, uh, of course, uh, uh, things began

to progress and the men went back to work,

And, uh,

however, women kept their jobs and women began to take
over a whole lot.

And, as they are today,

But, uh,

I think, generally speaking, people were happy that the
war was over,

And, uh, they knew that life was going

to go on about the same as it was.
RER:

Mrs. Caudill, as a former teacher, did the war itself
have an impact upon your profession?

AMC:

Yes, Mr. Ray, I believe it did,
have a population explosion.

We had, we begin to

I was teaching in grade

school in those days and our school rooms began to be
so crowded, uh, the teachers, uh, we found that, uh,
the new curriculums were being, uh, uh, uh, brought
together.

And, uh, we had new books,

#e had different,

uh, classes, some together, as if like, uh, we used to
have geography and sci - , history separate.

We had, uh,

it was all put together and it was called social studies.
And, uh, so therefore, the teachers had to learn how to
teach topography of our country.

And, of course, the,

so, uh, uh, social studies, socializing of people, uh,
uh, together and this, this was pretty hard,

So they

began to raise the certification.
They wanted teachers to go back to college.

And, uh,

we had, uh, teachers who had at least, uh, I know of
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several teachers who had thirty and thirty - five years'
service.

And, uh, they, they went back to college and

got their degree so they could learn how to take care
of these problems in the classroom .
Our classrooms had, uh, from thirty to forty students in.

At one time I've had forty - five students in

a classroom.

It's real hard to deal, uh, with children,

uh, in this respect and try to teach, uh, four or five
classes or even six classes.
And then, of course, they begin to departmentalize .
And this meant teachers had to learn in college how to
teach, uh, uh, certain, uh, certain curriculums.

Uh,

you had to have, uh, at least two or three fields, uh,
like social studies, English, grammar, spelling or
arithmetic or language arts, something, all these
different types of things.
done.

And, uh, this had to be

So, of course, uh, the NVEA or the, uh, uh, state

board had to work all this up and then the counties
had to comply wi t h the i r wishes.
And taxes had to be raised to build new buildings
and, uh, of course, this, uh, this would promote, uh,
uh, new salaries and higher salaries for teachers.
had to be more and better equipment.

There

And, uh, new build -

ings had to be, had to be, uh, built all over the count y .
However, I must say that, uh, Boone County is, uh, lack ing in, uh, m3ny things, that we should have to teach
with.
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RER:

Mrs. Caudill, how would you sum up your life in Nest
Virginia, in the Appalachian region?

Do you feel that

West Virginia has given you a good life?
AMC:

West Virginia gave me a good life up until I, as far as
I can remember back.

When I went to high school, uh,

there was not too much permissiveness.
were very strict on me.
had my first date.

JvJy mother and dad

I was past seventeen before I

That may sound, uh, rather crucial.

Uh, uh, however, in those days, uh, we didn't just do,
uh, mothers and fathers . just didn't, uh, let children
go like they do now, uh, I might say.
fashioned along that line, I guess.

I'm a little old But, uh, I, if we

had young people who would come into the home for, uh,
maybe a little party or a taffy pulling or something as
we had in those days, we always had chaperones in the
room with us.

Uh, if I walked with some young man, my

mother, father or brother accompanied me, and I was
never alone.
Uh, I think that West Virginia has, uh, my life in
West Virginia has oeen beautiful.

I've always loved the

hills and I don't think I could ever be satisfied anywhere
else.

However, I do think that, uh, the, uh, now, uh.

As I travel, I've traveled all over the state, and, uh,
in the last five or six years or, uh, even ten years, uh,
the stripping has done a lot of, uh, uh, depreciation to
West Virginia.

And I believe that, uh, about the only

- 28-

people who can do anything about that would be our
state government.
END OF INTERVIEW

